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(1) Examiner Carrie Stroder Gilkey 

(3) Brian Haslam Reg.# 56,372 
^^^^Date oflntervicw: March 14, 2012 
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Time: 3=00 PM EST (AM/FM) 



Type of Interview Requested: 

(1) [/] Telephonic (2) [ ] Personal 



Exhibit To Be Shown or Demonstrated: [ ] YES 
If yes, provide brief description: 



(3) [ ] Video Conference 
UNO 



Issues To Be Discussed 



Claims/ 
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Art 
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Issues 

(Rcj. t Obj., etc) 
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[ ] Continuation Sheet Attached [<■] Proposed Amendment or Arguments Attached 
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An interview was conducted on the above-identified application on 



.KQ.TE : This form should be completed and filed by applicant in advance of the interview (see MPEP § 713.01). 
Tf this form is signed by a registered practitioner not of record, the Office will accept this as an indication that he 
or she is authorized to conduct an interview on behalf of the principal (37 CFR 1.32(a)(3)) pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.34. This is not a power of attorney to any above named practitioner. See the Instruction Sheet for this form, 
which is incorporated by reference. By signing this form* applicant or practitioner is certifying that he or she has 
read the Instruction Sheet After the interview is conducted* applicant is advised to file a statement of the 
substance of this interview (37 CFR 1.133(b)) as soon as possible* This application will not be delayed from issue 
because of applicant's failure to submit a written record of this interview. 
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Chris J. Volkmann 



Typed/Printed Name of Applicant or Representative 

60,349 

Registration Number, if applicable 



This collection of Information is required hy 3? CFR 1133. The information Ifl required to obtain or retain n benefit by the puhl|c which Is to flic (and by the 
U5F.TO tu proms) un application, Confidentiality a governed by 32 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR, 1.11 and 1.14. Thu collecliun ii estimated to lake 24 minute to 
complete. Including gathering;, preparing; and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or auggcrtlonfl for reducing thta burden, should bo sent to the Chief Informmlon Officer, 
UrS, Patent and Trademark Omce, U.S. Department or Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OH COMPLETED FORMS 

TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, T,0, Box 1450, Alex i in drill, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-8G0-PTO-9199 and select option 2 
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App. Set. No. 10/696,972 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS FOR INTERVIEW DISCUSSION (DO NOT E NTER.) 
1-10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method that solicits a response to a request 
for supplier quotation (RFQ), "the RFQ being generated by a processor at a requester computing 
system and including job information for a requested job indicative of terms for delivery of 
goods or services from a supplier, the method comprising: 

providing registration information from the requester computing system to a registration 
component; 

downloading an RFQ generation engine to the requester computing system; 

after the RFQ generation engine is downloaded- to the requester computing system, 

displaying a predetermined RFQ template having a plurality of displayed fields and 

a textual label for each of the fields identiiving a type of information in the field:aad 
using the RFQ generation engine at the requester computing system to enter the job 

information into the plurality of displayed fields, the plurality of displayed fields 

comprising: 

a category field receiving an indication of a category for the requested job, 

a job description field receiving a description for the requested job, 

an item field receiving an indication of an item to be supplied, 

a quantity field receiving a quantity of item to be supplied, 

a geographic location field receiving a location for the item to be supplied. 

a delivery date field receiving a delivery date for the requested job, 

an award criteria field receiving an indication of criteria considered in 

awarding the requested job to a supplie r, the criteria indicating the 

delivery date field and a price field, and 
a dat e of d el ivery fi e ld r e c e iving - E Hd clivery date for 4 hc requ e st e d job r aad 
an expiration date field receiving an expiration date for the RFQ; 
using the processor to save the RFQ template including the entered job information in a data 
store local to the requester computing system; 



PAGE 2/8 » RCVD AT 3/9/2012 5:03:00 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:W-PTOFAX-002/0 * DNIS:2708119 * CSID:6123343312 * DURATION (mm-ss):0249 



03/0 9/2012 16: 03 FAX 6123343312 



WESTMAN CHAMPLIN & KELLY 



E1003 



-2- 



using the processor to send indexing information related to the RFQ template to an index 

remote from the requester computing system; 
receiving, at the requester computing system, nno or mom ropli e s at least one RFQ reply te 

de based on the RFQ template from one or more suppliers, the RFQ reply including 

the delivery date and the price: a**d 
automatically evaluating at least the delivery date and the price specified by the RFQ 

replyevaliuiting, at th e r o qu o stor computing syst e m, tho ono or mor e r e c e iv e d roplies 

bas ed onth e award crit e ria - ifl4h e- RFQ templat e sav e d m - thc local data stor e[[ J]; and 
automatically identifying a winning supplier based on the automatic evaluation. 

12-37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Currently Amended) A co mputer imp l em e nt e d m e thod that -e m pl oys a proc e ssor, th e 
raethed -system compri sing : 

registering with a request for supplier quotation (RFQ) md e x - b tttider ; 

a processor; 

one or more storage media storing instructions, which, when executed by the processor, 



cause the system to: 

rec e iving r eceive an RFQ template at a supplier computing system describing a 
requested job from th e RFQ ind e x build e r , the RFQ template including a 
plurality of fields displayed at the supplier computing system, the plurality 
of displayed fields comprising: 

a description field of the requested job, 

an item field including an indication of an item to be supplied, 

a quantity field including a quantity of item to be supplied. 
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awarding the requested job to a supplier ar manner in which 
crit e ria entered into th e on e or more fi e lds will— b e 
considered by a manufactur e r in - aw a rding the requested job 
to a suppli e r , 

a supplier predesignation field indicative of suppliers authorized to 

reply to the RFQ template, 
a date of delivery field including a delivery date for the item to be 

supplied, and 

an expiration date field including, an expiration date of the RFQ; 

determine whether a location in the location field meets filter criteria; 

in response to determining the location does not meet filter criteria, automatically 
reject the RFQ template; 

^sing- use an RFQ reply engine at the supplier computing system to generat e a 
reply to th e RFO templat e - determine whether the supplier is authorized to 
reply to the RFQ template by analyzing the supplier predesignation field. 

if the supplier is authorized to_xeplv, automatically generate a reply to the RFO 
template by evaluating the requested job described in the fields of the RFQ 
template and providing information requested in the RFO template ; and 

transmitting transmiLJ he reply from the supplier computing system to a 
manufacturer computer system that generated the RFQ template. 

39. (Currently Amended) The comput e r im pl emented m e thod systgm of claim 3S ? the RFQ 
template furth e r mcluding wherein the supplier predesignation field is ^ jBe^Ekerifr-accessible by 
the suppliers to identify RFQs for reply - 

40. (Currently Amended) The system comput e r impl e m e nted m e thod -of claim 38, th e RFQ 
template furth e r comprising - w herein the geographic location field includes a geographic location 
for the manufacturers ervke-pfevidef . 
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41. (Currently Amended) The system computer implemented method of claim 38, the RFQ 
template further comprising a field for specifying quality standards. 

42^4. (Cancelled) 



45- (Currently Amended) A computer impl e m e nt e d r eadable storage m edium storing 
instructions which, when executed- by a computer, perform steps that solici tm othod that solicit s a 
response to a request for supplier quotation (RFQ) indicative of terms for delivery of goods or 
services by a supplier,, the jaeftedr-steES_comprising: 

providing an RFQ template using an RFQ generation engine at a manufacturer computing 
system, the RFQ template having a plurality of displayed job information fields 
and a textual label for each of the fields identifying a type of information in the 
field, the plurality of fields including;: 
a job category field, 
a job description field, 
a delivery date field, 
a location field, 

a supplier pre-designation fieldi 
a quality standards field , and 
an award criteria field; 

receiving, in the RFQ templa te ] ob description fifeld, job information pertaining to a 
requested job; 

receiving manufacturer filter criteria into the supplier pre-designation field indicative of 

particular suppliers that are authorized to reply to the RFQ template; 
receiving, in the location field, a geographic location of the manufacturer; 



receiving award criteria into the award criteria fie! 

awarding the requested job to a supplier , the 

more other fields in the RFQ template ; 
receiving criteria into the quality_standards field indicating quality standards which are to be 



met by the supplier: 



d indicative of criteria considered in 
award criteria field identifying one or 
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saving the RFQ template including the job information and the award criteria in a data 

stor e local to tho manufactur e r computing syst e m ; 
■ sending ind e xing information for th o RFQ t e mp l ate; 

receiving, at the manufacturer computer system, one or more a plurality of RFQ r eplies to 

the RFQ template from a plurality of one or mor e suppliers , each of the RFQ 

replies including supplier terms for the requested job : and 
automatically evaluating the on e or more roooiv e d supplier terms in each of the RFQ 

replies based on the award criteria in the saved R FQ template sav e d in th e-i e eal 

data stor e, 

46- (Currently Amended) The computer i mplement e d m e thod r eadable storage medium of 
claim 45, wherein the plurality of fields in the RFQ template further comprises an RFQ 
expiration date field. 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Currently Amended) The computer re adable storage medium implemented m e thod of 
claim 45, and further comprising: 

sending manufacturer registration information from the manufacturer computing system 

to a registration component; and 
downloading the RFQ generation engine to the manufacturer computing system, wherein 

the RFQ generation engine sends the index information to a remote index 

component over a network. 

49. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium impl e m e nt e d m e thod -of 
claim 45 ? the category including a code. 

50. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium, impl e ment e d - method of 
claim 45, the RFQ template further including a quantity of goods. 



PAGE 6/8 « RCVD AT 319/2012 5:03:00 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVRWPTOFAX-002/0 * DNIS:2708119 * CSID:6123343312 * DURATION (mm-ss):0249 



03/09/2012 16:05 FAI 6123343312 



W ESTMA N CH AMPLIN & KELLY 



12007 



-6- 

51-52. (Cancelled) 

53. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium implemented meth o d-o f 
claim 45, and further comprising: receiving, at fee manufacturer computing system, one or more 
replica to the ITQ template from eae ™ mr.™ nnpplinrr . : nndwherein evaluating comprises: 

automatically evaluating, at the manufacturer computing system, the one or more received 
replies based on the award criteria in the RFQ templat e and identifying a supplier 
bas o d on the evaluation . 

54. (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method of claim 11, wherein the 
indication of criteria received in the award criteria field identifies one or more of the plurality of 
fields in the RFQ template and being indicative of a manner in which criteria entered into the one or 
more fields will be considered by a manufacturer in awarding the requested job to a supplier. 

55. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 1 1, wherein the plurality of displayed 
fields in the RFQ template further comprises a quality of materials field. 

56. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 55, wherein the automatic evaluation 
further comprises automatically evaluating the quality of materials in the RFQ template. 

57. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 11, further comprising: 

in response to identifying the winning supplier based on the evaluation, notifying the 
supplier. 

58. (New) The system of claim 41 , wherein the instructions, when executed by the processor, 
cause the system to: 

automatically evaluate the item field, quantity field, geographic location field, and quality 
standards; and 

automatically generate the reply to the RFQ template based on the evaluation. 
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59. (New) The system of claim 38, wherein the instructions, when executed by the processor, 
cause the system to: 

automatically generate a price based on the item field, quantity field, and geographic 

location field; and 
transmit the reply including the generated price. 



60. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 45, the method comprising: 
automatically identifying a winning supplier based on the automatic evaluation 



61. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 45, wherein the instructions, 
when executed by the processor, cause the system to: 

in response to identifying the winning supplier based on the evaluation, automatically 
notifying the supplier. 
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